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representative government: and the danger will con-
tinue until parliamentary institutions are perfected, and
their traditions by long habit have become firmly
rooted. The French President cannot, therefore, be
independent, and the only feasible alternative is to
surround him with ministers who are responsible to the
Chamber of Deputies. But if the parliamentary system
must be retained, it is important to remove the defects
that it shows to-day, and especially is it necessary, on
the one hand, to diminish the autocratic power of the
administration, which offers a well-nigh irresistible
temptation to both minister and deputy; and, on the
other hand, to give the cabinet more stability, more
dignity, and more authority; to free it from the yoke
of the groups in the Chamber, and from dependence on
local interest and personal appetite ; to relieve it from
the domination of irresponsible committees, and from
the danger of defeat by haphazard majorities; to enable
it to exert over its followers the discipline that is required
for the formation of great, compact parties; to make it,
in short, the real head of a majority in parliament and
in the nation.
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